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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



Office of Factory Inspectors, 

Providence, R. I., January, 1909. 

To His Excellency Aram J. Pothier, 

Governor, State Rhode Island: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 1215 of the General 

Laws, we have the honor to submit to you, and through you to the 

•General Assembly, this the fifteenth annual report of the Factory 

Inspectors of this State, covering the inspection of factories, work- 

-shops, and mercantile establishments during the year ending De- 

.<;ember 31, 1908. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. ELLERY HUDSON, 

Chief Factory Inspector. 



REPORT. 



The Chief Factory Inspector respectfully presents the following as 
the fifteenth annual report of the department: 

In accordance with law, there have been nineteen hundred and 
thirteen (1,913) places visited during the year. This is an increase 
of fourteen (14) over the number reported last year. 

The number of employees in the various establishments was di- 
vided as follows: 

Males of sixteen years and over 80,423 

Females of sixteen years and over 41,637 

Total adults 122,060 

Males under sixteen years of age 2,529 

Females under sixteen years of age 2,395 



Whole number of children 4,924 

Total number employed 126,984 

The foregoing figures, compared with those given in the last report, 
show a decrease of seven thousand and seven (7,007) in the number 
of male adults employed; a decrease of one thousand nine hundred 
and eighty-two (1,982) in the number of female adults employed; a 
decrease of seven hundred and eighty (780) in the number of boys 
employed; a decrease of four hundred and forty-six (446) in the 
number of girls employed; a total decrease of eight thousand nine 
hundred and eighty-nine (8,989) in the number of adults employed; 
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a total decrease of one thousand two hundred and twenty-six (1,226) 
in the number of children employed; and a total decrease of ten 
thousand two hundred and fifteen (10,215) in the whole number em- 
ployed. 

There was a decrease in the total number employed in every 
county in the State; a decrease in the number of adults employed in 
every county except Kent, where there was an increase of 31; and a 
decrease in the number of children employed in every county except 
Newport, where there was an increase of 1. The percentage of chil- 
dren employed was 3.9 as against 4.5 in 1907. 

While at first thought it may seem that this decrease in the number 
of children employed should be attributed to the general business 
depression, such assumption is not borne out by the facts. The per- 
centage of decrease in the total number of adults employed was but 
6.86, while the percentage of decrease in the total number of children 
employed was 19.9. Substantially the same ratio of reduction is 
found in the textile industries, where the peircentage of decrease in the 
number of adults employed was but 3.9, while that of children was 
17.8. I therefore feel justified in reporting that there has been a 
very satisfactory proportionate, as well as actual, reduction in the 
number of children employed. 

The following table shows the increase or decrease in the number of 
adults and children employed in the different counties, cities, and 
towns: 
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The State. Counties, 


Adults. 


Children. 


Total Employed. 


Cities, and Towns. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


THE STATE 




8,989 

8,426 

128 




1,226 

1,043 

58 

2 

10. 

81 

26 

1 

23 

33 

10 

29 

335 

388 




10,215 

9,469 

186 


Providence County . . . 








Surrillville 








Central Falls 


109 




107 




Cranston 


142 




152 


CiimViArland 


143 
32 




62 
6 




East Providence 








Olocester 


36 
148 
719 




37 


Johnston 








171 


Lincoln 








752 


North Providence .... 


181 
3 




171 




North Smithfield 


K . 

765 

7,056 




26' 


Pawtucket 




1,100 

7,444 


Providence 


, 






Scituate 


1 
148 


18 
10 


19 
158 


Smithfield 








Woonsocket 


59 
29 

1 
46 


75 
21 
3 
24 


134 


Bristol Countt 








. 50 


Barrinirton 




1 




4 


Bristol 








70 


Warren 


18 
31 


6 


24 




Kent County 




84 
38 


53 


Coventry 


8 
22 






46 


East Greenwich 




11 




11 


Warwick 


61 


57 


4 




Newport County 


34 
69 


1 


33 


Newport 




4 




73 


Tiverton 


35 


5 


40 




Washington County. . . 


531 

304 

3 

66 

88 


79 

7 


610 


Hopkinton 






311 


Narrasansett 








3 


North Kingstown .... 






5 

8 
52 

7 




71 


Richmond 








96 


South Kingstown .... 


13 






39 


Westerlv 


83 






90 



The following table shows the number of men, women, boys and 
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girls employed in the State, and also the percentage of child labor, 
by counties, cities, and towns. 



The State, Counties. 
Cities, and Towns. 



THE STATE 

Pbovidbncb County 

Burrillville 

Central Falls 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

East Providence 

Glocester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence 

North Smithfield 

Pawtucket 

Providence 

Scituate 

Smithfield 

Woonsocket 

Bristol County 

Harrington 

Bristol 

Warren 

Kent County 

Coventry 

East Greenwich 

Warwick 

Newport County 

Newport 

Tiverton 

Washington County. . . . 

Charlestown 

Hopkinton 

Naragansett 

North Kingstown 

Richmond 

South Kingstown 

Westerlv 



Adults. 



Men. 



80.423 
69.386 

1.719 

1,002 
856 

3,274 

1,416 

26 

469 

1,852 
866 
703 

9,677 

39.896 

353 

535 

6.842 

2,379 
65 

1,426 
898 

5,210 
941 
355 

3.914 

1.082 
693 
383 

2.372 
6 
235 
4 
361 
232 
454 

1 AftO 



Women. 



41,637 

35,726 

877 

1,272 

259 

2,057 

273 

7 

493 

581 

737 

422 

.5.947 

18.080 

229 

338 

4.154 

1,477 

28 

763 

686 

2,743 

512 

166 

2,065 

731 

408 

323 

960 

11 

84 

3 

221 

89 

242 



Total. 



122,060 

105,112 

2,596 

2.274 

1,115 

5,331 

1,689 

33 

962 

2,433 

1,603 

1,125 

15,524 

67,976 

582 

873 

10,996 

3,856 

83 

2,189 

1,584 

7,953 

1,453 

521 

5.979 

1.807 

1,101 

706 

3.332 

17 

319 

7 

582 

321 

696 

1 J^OP 



Children. 



Boys. 



2,529 

2,115 

38 

36 

3 

141 

21 



42 
47 
84 
35 

433 

922 
22 
24 

267 

95 

2 

40 

53 

217 
27 
18 

172 

52 

9 

43 

50 



12 

1 

16 

or 



Girls. 



2.395 

2.115 

49 

77 

4 

145 

6 



Total. 



56 
28 
69 
27 

359 

882 
27 
21 

365 

49 

1 

13 

35 

167 
24 
14 

129 

50 

8 

42 

14 



8 



4,924 

4.230 

87 

113 

7 

286 

27 



98 
75 

153 
62 

792 

1.804 

49 

45 

632 

144 

3 

53 

88 

384 
51 
32 

301 

102 
17 
85 
64 



20 

1 

18 



Total 
number 

em- 
ployed. 



126.384 

109,342 

2,683 

2,387 

1,122 

5,617 

1,716 

33 

1,060 

2,508 

1,756 

1,187 

16,316 

59,780 

631 

918 

11,628 

4,00C 

86 

2,242 

1,672 

8,337 

1,504 

553 

6,280 

1,909 

1,118 

791 

3.396 

17 

320 

7 

602 

322 

714 

1,414 



^ a 

^« 
eg u 



3.9 
3.9 
4.0 
4.7 
6.2 
5.1 
1.6 

9.2 
3.0 
8.7 
6.2 
4.9 
3.0 
7.8 
4.9 
5.5 
3.6 
3.6 
2.4 
5.3 
4.6 
3.4 
5.8 
4.8 
5.3 
1.5 
10.7 
1.9 

0.25 

3.3 
0.3 
2.5 

1.7 
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The following table shows the number of men, women, boys and 
girls employed in the textile industries of the State, by counties? 
cities, and towns: 



The State, Counties, Cities, and Towns 

THE STATE 

Providence County 

Burrillville 

Central Falls 

Cranston , 

Cumberland 

East Providence 

Glocester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence 

North Smithfield 

Pawtucket 

Providence 

Scituate 

Smithfield 

Woonsocket 

Bristol County 

Barrington 

Bristol 

Warren 

Kent County 

Coventry 

East Greenwich 

Warwick , 

Newport County , 

Tiverton , 

Washington County , 

Hopkinton 

North Eangstown , 

Richmond , 

South Kingstown 

Westerly , 



Men. 



33,129 
25.063 

1,679 
635 
284 

2.549 

324 

26 

469 

1,789 
866 
703 

4,285 

6.973 
353 
526 

3.592 

1,143 

55 

193 

895 

• 

4,993 
908 
251 

3.834 
383 
383 

1.557 
148 
361 
23^ 
454 
362 



Women. 



26.419 

21.528 

876 

1,026 
105 

2.050 
133 
7 
493 
575 
737 
422 

4,818 

6.866 
229 
338 

3.053 

933 

28 

223 

682 

2,686 
530 
157 

1,999 
323 
323 
949 
75 
221 
89 
242 
322 



Boys 
under 16. 



1.804 

1.416 

37 

34 

2 

120 

16 



42 
45 
84 
35 

353 

398 
22 
24 

204 

85 

2 

30 

53 

217 
27 
18 

172 
43 
43 
43 



12 

1 

16 

14 



Girls 
under 16. 



1.860 

1.592 

49 

62 

3 

144 

2 



66 
28 
69 
27 

322 

476 
27 
21 

306 

45 

1 

9 

36 

167 
24 
14 

129 
42 
42 
14 



8 



2 

4 
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The foregoing table comprises the reports from the establishments 
engaged in the manufacture or i&nishing of cotton and woolen cloths 
and yarns, silk goods, threads, tapes, braids, and twines. The num- 
ber of employees in these industries was divided as follows: 

Males of sixteen years and over 33,129 

Females of sixteen years and over 26,419 

Total adults 59,548 

Males under sixteen years of age 1,804 

Females under sixteen years of age 1,860 

Whole number of children 3,664 

Total number of employed in textile industries 63,212 

The foregoing figures, compared with those in last year's report, 
show a decrease of two thousand four hundred and thirty (2,430) in 
the number of adults employed; a decrease of seven hundred and 
ninety-three (793) in the number of children employed; and a total 
reduction of three thousand two hundred and twenty-three (3,223) 
in the whole number employed in the textile industries. The per- 
centage of child labor in these industries was 5.8 as against 6.7 in 
1907. 

The following table gives a summary of the statistics of the reports 
of this department for the years that the factory law has been in 
force: 
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Year. 



1894 
1895 
1866 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 



Number 

of places 

visited. 


Number 
of adults 
employed. 


Number 
of children 
employed. 


Total 

number 

employed. 


294 


55,109 


5,217 


60,326 


293 


"53,523 


4,473 


57,996 


379 


50,068 


4,065 


54,133 


355 


56,072 


4,786 


60,858 


433 


63.259 


4,539 


67.798 


549 


72,296 


4.666 


76,692 


595 


76,552 


5,253 


81,805 


617 


81,496 


5,068 


86,564 


628 


86,043 


5,477 


91,520 


644 


90,165 


6,451 


96,616 


653 


88,545 


5,g95 


94,444 


1,508 


112.377 


6.917 


119,249 


1,742 


123,112 


6,932 


130,044 


1,899 


131,059 


6,150 


137,209 


1,913 


122;060 


4,924 


126,984 



Percentage 

of 

children. 



8.5 
7.7 
7.5 
7.9 
6.5 
6.0 
6.4 
5.8 
6.0 
6.7 
6.2 
5.8 
5.3 
4.5 
3.9 



RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The law prohibits the employment, after eight o'clock at night, 
of children under sixteen years of age, but it does not give the factory 
inspectors authority to demand certificates of age for children who 
are claimed to be sixteen years old. If the factory inspectors could 
have, in case of doubt as to the correctness of such claims, the au- 
thority to demand the proof, the enforcement of that portion of the 
law would be much easier; and I again recommend that the law be 
so amended as to give that power. 

Again I ask your consideration of the recommendation, made in 
previous reports, that provision be made for an educational require- 
ment which, at least, shall prohibit the permanent employment of 
children who are unable to read and write simple sentences in the 
English language. The absence of such provision from our law not 
only works as an injustice to many children who are already here, 
but also constitutes a standing invitation from the State to un- 
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scrupulous parents of other states to move into Rhode Island and 
take advantage of a condition that permits of children becoming 
permanent wage earners before they obtain even the beginning of an 
education. An invitation that is too often accepted. 

The absence from our law of a provision calling for a physical test 
for children employed is, I believe, an unwise omission. The single 
qualification of age is not sufficient. I do not feel competent to 
word a clause that would fully and justly meet the requirements of 
the case, but without doubt the medical authorities of the State 
could be prevailed upon to assist in framing a suitable enactment. 
I recommend that some action be taken. 



TUBERCULOSIS. 

Eminent authorities believe that the practice of spitting on the 
floor in factories is a source of danger in spreading tuberculosis. To 
bring the matter to the attention of our manufacturers, I have issued 
and mailed to them the following circular: 

Providence, R. I., January 6, 1909. 

To the Manufacturers of Rhode Island: 

Gentlemen : — I am aware that you are interested in the movement to prevent 
the spread of Tuberculosis. The most eminent authorities maintain that the 
habit of spitting on the floor in factories is a proUfic source of danger in spreading 
the disease. I would suggest that if you could be prevailed upon to take such 
measures as circumstances will permit to prevent this practice in your factories 
much good might be accomplished. Paper spittoons that will hold water for 
several days can be procured at a very small cost, and if placed in con- 
venient places throughout your factories I think the help could easily be induced 
to use them. As often as necessary they could be replaced by new ones and taken 
away and thrown under the boilers and burned without entailing a very serious 
expense. I would further suggest that in water-closets, wash-rooms, and in all 
corners where spitting is more liable to be done, the disease germs can be effectu- 
ally destroyed by brushing the floors of those places with a mixture of corrosive 
sublimate, muriate ammonia, and water, put together in the following ratio: 



i3l 



=^ii 



?il 
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Corrosive Sublimate i pound. 

Muriate Ammonia i pound. 

Water 1 barrel. 

The Brown & Sharpe Mfg. Co. are using the above, and have great faith in 
its efficacy. 

I trust the foregoing suggestions will receive your kind consideration. 

J. ELLERY HUDSON, 

Chief Factory Inspector. 

ACCIDENTS. 

In proportion to the number employed there are, I believe, fewer 
serious accidents in Rhode Island to persons operating machinery 
than in any other state. During the past year eighty-seven accidents 
have been reported, but two of which were fatal. The fatal acci- 
dents were as follows: 

April 28th, 1908. B. Frank Taylor, aged 40 years, employed by 
Peacedale Mfg. Co., at Peacedale, was killed by the breaking of a 
rope drive. The wheel that drove the rope from the power house to 
the spinning mill broke, from some cause unknown. The broken 
parts were forced through the wall of the building, and Taylor was 
hurled with them. 

May 7th, 1908. John Dumas, employed at Dunn Worsted Mills, 
Woonsocket, was caught in an opener and fatally injured. The 
accident was due to the . carelessness of the victim. 

Of the remaining eighty-five accidents, but thirteen were very 
serious. They were as follows: 

February 7th, 1908. Edwin Colerick, aged 16, employed by the 
Taft-Peirce Mfg. Co., Woonsocket, was injured by a revolving saw 
on speed lathe. When lighting up, his sleeve was caught by the 
asw, and his left arm was drawn in between saw and fixture on lathe. 
The arm was cut across at the wrist down to the bone, and flexor 
muscles severed. 

May 20th, 1908. A young man named Demetro, 18 years of ag6, 
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employed by Woonsocket Scouring and Carbonizing Co.,Woonsocket, 
was caught in the squeeze rolls of a scouring machine, and three of 
his fingers were partly cut off. 

February 13th, 1908. George S. Crockett, aged 28 years, em- 
ployed by Jenckes Spinning Co., Pawtucket, was caught in an electric 
motor, and amputation of the second phalanx of left hand was 
necessary. 

February 26th, 1908. Alonzo Jose, aged 25 years, employed by 
the Taft-Peirce Mfg. Co., Woonsocket, was caught by an elevator, 
and his left heel was badly crushed. 

April 17th, 1908. Hugh Dalfic, aged 45 years, employed at 
Philippe Boucher's Bakery. His hand was caught in a dough 
mixer, and amputation was necessary. 

May 5th, 1908. Theodore Peloquin, aged 20 years, employed by 
Sayles & Prendergast, Woonsocket, was caught on shafting, and his 
right arm was broken and mangled. 

May 19, 1908. Al. Eugene Leduc, aged 14 years, employed by 
Rhode Island Dyeing and Finishing Co., Woonsocket, was caught in 
the gears of a corduroy cutting machine. The tip of little finger, 
right hand, was badly jammed, and next to little finger was ampu- 
tated. 

June 4th, 1908. Arthur Boucher, aged 20 years, employed by 
Woonsocket Rubber Co., Woonsocket. Right foot caught in a 
pulley, and both bones of right leg, below knee, were broken. 

July 20th, 1908. Ocide Grandchamp, 61 years of age, employed at 
Arctic Mill, Arctic, was injured on an elevator. Two ribs on right side 
were fractured, he received cut on left foot, and a general shaking up. 

August 4th, 1908. Charles Russian, aged 22 years, employed by 
Lorraine Mfg. Co., Pawtucket. Left hand was caught in gears of a 
cotton speeder, and little finger taken off. Should have notified 
speeder tender that he was working on machine. 

August nth, 1908. Marie Chaudareil, aged 15 years, employed by 
Hope Co., Hope. Left hand caught in speeder, necessitating ampu- 
tation of middle finger at second joint. 



This picture repreeente one of the machines built by Brown & Shaipe 
Mfg. Co., showing a guard in front of the workman, which is placed in front 
of the gearing to prevent the operator from having his clothing caught. 
This represents one, and a typical, case of a great deal of work that 
not only they, but most of the machine-tool builders, are endeavoring to do 
that fully protects the machinery, so that accidents cannot occur to the 
operators.. 
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September 1, 1908. Thomas Bedard, aged 14 years, employed at 
Natick Mills, Natick. Was standing on mule end of guard, and leg 
slipped in between guard and end of carriage and was broken. 

November 23rd, 1908. Stephania Wanszkieiveiz, 16 years of age, 
employed by the Blackstone Mfg. Co., town of North Smithfield, was 
cleaning a speeder while it was in motion, and her left hand was 
caught, resulting in the loss of the middle and ring i&ngers. 

December 2nd, 1908. Vicenzo Telia, 17 years of age, employed at 
the Wanskuck Mills, Providence, fell down an empty shaft, the door 
of which was open while the painter was setting a light of glass. He 
suffered a compound fracture of the wrist and was otherwise badly 
injured. He was taken to the hospital, but is now at home and is 
doing nicely. 

I am pleased to acknowledge the faithful and eflBicient service of 
my assistants, Mrs. Helen^M. Jenks and Mr. Joseph Roy. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. ELLERY HUDSON, 

Chief Factory Inspector. 

8 
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FACTORY INSPECTION LAW. 



CHAPTER 1215. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 68 OF THE GENERAL Pasaed March 

LAWS, " OF FACTORY INSPECTION." ^^^^^^ 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 
Section 1. No child under thirteen years of age shall, on owidren under 

18 years of aire 

or before the thirty-first day of December, A. D. 1906, and no pfoy^*bef™"e 

child under fourteen years of age shall, after said thirty-first i^ierk^^^' 

day of December, A. D. 1906, be employed or permitted or Not to be em- 
ployed under 

suffered to work in any factory, manufacturing or business aftlrDeceii^*^* 
establishment within this state; and no child under sixteen ^®***^'^®^- 
years of age shall be employed or permitted or suffered to work ie^ytSrs^o^^alfe 

to be allo^ired 

in any factory or manufacturing or business establishment to work be- 

Cween me 

within this gtate between the hours of eight o'clock in the and"!' if* ^' 
afternoon of any day and six o'clock in the forenoon of the ^^®''®* 
following day: Provided, however, that this restriction as to Exceptions, 
hours of work shall not apply to mercantile establishments on 
Saturdays, or on either of the four days immediately preceding 
Christmas in each year. No child under sixteen years of age no ohiid under 

•^ 16 years of a^e 

shall be employed or permitted or suffered to work in any ^lesiromi^ 
factory or manufacturing or business establishment unless Rented ^y%uch 

child from the 

said child shall present to the person or corporation employing school com- 

mmee. 

him or her a certificate, given by or under the direction of the 
school committee of the city or town in which said child resides, 
certifying, if said certificate is presented on or before the 

Certificate, 

thirty-first day of December, A. D. 1906, that such child has what to con- 

lain. 

completed thirteen years of age, and if said certificate is pre- 
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sented after said thirty-first day of December, A. D. 1906, 
that said child has completed fourteen years of age, and stating 
the name, date, and place of birth of said child, which facts 
shall be substantiated by a duly attested copy of birth certifi- 
cate, baptismal certificate, or passport, stating also the name 
and place of residence of the person having control of such 
Exceptions. child I Provided, however, that all age certificates in force at the 

time of the passage of this act shall be valid until the first day 

of January, A. D. 1906, and no longer. All certificates required 

by this act relating to the qualification of children employed 

in any factory or manufacturing or business establishment 

rertiflcate to coming Under the provision of this statute shall be kept by the 

shafTbe^slfown ©ii^ployer at the place where such child is employed, and shall 

8pe*tora^on de- be shown to the factory inspectors provided for in this chapter, 

mand. 

or either or any of them, on demand by said inspector or in- 

Penalty for re- , ^- . ^ . i - . 

fiisai to show spectors; and the proprietor or manager of any such factory or 
fioate. manufacturing or business establishment who shall refuse to 

show to any factory inspector any such certificate when de* 

mand is made therefor shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 

and, on conviction, be punished by a fine of not less than ten 

Certificate to dollars nor more than fifty dollars. When any child employed 

be surrendered 

term¥nat"o?"of ^^^der the provisions of this section leaves his employment, the 
employment. pgj.gQn or Corporation by whom such child has been employed 

shall, on demand by said child, deliver to him (or her) the 

certificate on the authority of which such child has been em- 

certificateto ployed, or, if such certificate is not demanded by said child, 

be sent to f ^ f ' j j 

tee'^wh^en"™'*" ^'^ withiu two wecks after said child has left the employment 

of said person or corporation send said certificate to the school 
committee which issued it, or such person as the school com- 
mittee may designate. The school committee of each town, 

Copy of certifi- or such pcrsou as the school committee may designate to issue 

Gate to be on 

file with school the Certificates provided for in this section, shall keep on file a 

committee. 

copy of each certificate granted, together with the evidences 
of the date of birth on the basis of which such certificate is 
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granted. The certificates provided for in this section shall 
be uniform throughout the state and in the following form or 
such substantially similar form as may be approved by the 
secretary of the state board of education. 

AGE AND SCHOOLING CERTIFICATE. Form of certifi- 

cate. 

4 

This certifies that I am the (father, mother, guardian, or 
custodian) of (name of child) and that (he or she) 

was born at (name of town or city) in the county 

of (name of county, if known) and state (or 

country) of on the (day and year of birth) 

and is now (number of years and months) 
old. 

Signature of (father, mother, guardian, or custodian.) 
(Town or city and date.) 

There personally appeared before me the above-named 
(name of person signing) , and made oath that the 

foregoing certificate by (him or her) signed is true to the best 
of (his or her) knowledge and belief. I hereby approve the 
foregoing certificate of (name of child) , height 

(feet and inches) eyes (color) com- 

plexion (fair or dark) hair (color) having no 

sufficient reason to doubt that (he or she) is of the age therein 
certified and is apparently in sound health and physically able 
to perform the work which (he or she) intends to do. 

This certificate belongs to (name of child in whose behalf 
it is drawn), and is to be surrendered to (him or 

her) whenever (he or she) leaves the service of the corporation 
or employer holding the same; but if not claimed by said child 
within two weeks from such time it shall be returned to the 
school committee or such person as such committee may 
designate. 
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What deemed 
to be employ- 
ment under 
this aot. 



Exceptions, as 
amended April 
i», 1907. 



Factory in- 
spectors, how 
appointed and 
term of. 



Vacancies, 
how filled. 



Duties of. 



(Signature of person authorized to approve and sign, with 
ofBcial character or authority.) 
(Town or city, and date)." 

Sec. 2. Every person, firm, or corporation doing business 
within this state employing five or more persons or employing 
any child under sixteen years of age shall be subject to the 
provisions of this chapter, whatever shall be. the business con- 
ducted by said person, firm, or corporation: Provided, however , 
that the provisions of this act shall not apply to children 
employed in household service or in agricultural pursuits; 
and provided, further, that said provisions shall not apply to the 
employment of children in the vocation, occupation, or service 
of rope or wire walking, or as gymnasts, wrestlers, contortion- 
ists, equestrian performers, or acrobats, riders upon bicycles or 
mechanical contrivances, or in any dancing, theatrical, or 
musical exhibition, but the employment of children in any 
vocation, occupation, or service enumerated in this proviso 
shall continue to be governed by the provisions of the General 
Laws, Chapter 115, and the several amendments thereof. 

Sec. 3. The governor shall, in the week following the pas- 
sage of this actj and in the month of January of every third 
year hereafter, appoint, with the advice and consent of the 
senate, one chief and two assistant factory inspectors, one of 
whom shall be a woman, whose term of office shall be three 
year and until their successors shall be so appointed and 
qualified. Any vacancy which may occur in said oSices when 
the senate is not in session shall be filled by the governor until 
the next session thereof, when he shall, with the advice and 
consent of the senate, appoint some person to fill such vacancy 
for the remainder of the term. Said inspector shall be em- 
powered to visit and inspect, at all reasonable hours and as 
often as practicable, the factories, workshops, and other estab- 
lishments in this state subject to the provisions of this chapter, 
and shall report to the general assembly of this state at its 
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January session in each year, including in said reports the 

name of the factories, the number of such hands employed, 

and the number of hours of work performed in each week. It 

shall also be the duty of said inspectors to enforce the provisions 

of this chapter and prosecute all violation of the same before 

any court of competent jurisdiction in the state. The name 

and residence of any child found working without the certificate 

provided for in section one of this chapter shall be reported by 

the chief factory inspector to the school committee in the city 

or town where such child resides. Said inspectors shall devote 

their whole time and attention to the duties of their respective 

offices, under the direction of the chief inspector. The annual 

salary of the chief inspector shall be two thousand dollars, and salary of. 

each of the assistant inspectors fifteen hundred dollars. 

Sec. 4. All necessary expenses incurred by such inspectors Expenses, 
in the discharge of their duties shall be paid from the funds 
of the state, upon the presentation of proper vouchers for the 
same approved by the governor: Provided, that not more than 
two thousand dollars in the aggregate shall be expended by 
the said inspectors in any one year. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the owner, agent, or lessee Hoisting-shafts 

' ° ' and well-holes 

of any such factory, manufacturing or mercantile establish- ^^^^^^^ 
ment, where hoisting-shafts or well-holes are used, to cause 
the same to be properly and substantially enclosed or secured 
if, in the opinion of the inspectors, it is necessary to protect 
the life or limbs of those employed in such establishments. 
It shall be the duty of the owners, agent, or lessee to provide 
or to cause to be provided such proper trap or automatic 
doors, so fastened in or at all elevator-ways as to form sub- 
stantial surfaces when closed, and so constructed as to open 
and close by action of the elevator in its passage either ascend- 
ing or descending, if so directed by said factory inspectors or 
either one of them. 
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suteen^years ^^^' ^' ^^ minor Under sixteen years of age shall be al- 
ciean^machin-^ lowed to clcan machinery while in motion, unless the same is 

ery while In , . , , , 

motion. Beu- necessary and is approved by said inspectors as not dangerous. 

Ing and j?earing 

to be guarded, ^n belting and gearing shall be provided with proper safeguard. 

4porteTwith^ ^^^- ^* ^* ®^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^*y ^^ ^^^ owners or superintend- 
in what time. ^^^ ^Q report in writing to the factory inspectors all fatal 

accidents within forty-eight hours after their occurrence; and 
all accidents which prevent the injured person or persons* from 
returning to work within two weeks after the injury shall, 
within one week after the expiration of such two weeks, be 
reported in writing by the person in charge of such establish- 
ment or place to the said inspectors, stating as fully as pos- 
sible the cause of such accidents, 
imd^separate*' Sec. 8. Water-closets, earth-closets, or privies shall be 

dressinpr-rooms 'jj'tii t. jimj 

to be provided provided in all places where women and children are em- 
«riri8. ployed, in such manner as shall, in the judgment of said in- 

spectors, meet the demands of health and propriety. Sep- 
arate dressing-rooms for women and girls shall be provided 
in all establishments where such are deemed a necessity by 
said factory inspectors; and in every manufacturing, me- 
chanical, or mercantile establishment in which women and girls 
are employed there shall be provided, conveniently located, 
seats for such women and girls, and they shall be permitted 
to use theift when their duties do not require their standing. 
Duties of in- Sec. 9. If the factory inspectors, or either one of them 

spec tors. - .i . 

find that the heating, lighting, ventilation, or sanitary arrange- 
ment of any shop or factory is such as to be injurious to the 
health of the persons employed therein, or that the means of 
egress in case of fire or other disaster is not sufficient or in 
accordance with all the requirements of law, or that the belt- 
ing, shafting, gearing, elevators, drums, and machinery in 
shops and factories are located so as to be dangerous to em- 
ployees, and not sufficiently guarded, or that the vats, pans, 
or structures filled with molten metal or hot liquid are not 
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surrounded with proper safeguards for preventing accident 
or injury to those employed at or near them, either or both 
shall notify the proprietor of such factory or workshop to 
make the alterations or additions necessary within ninety days; 
and if such alterations or additions are not made within ninety 
days from the day of such notice, or within such time as such 
alterations can be made with proper diligence upon the part 
of said proprietors, said proprietors or agents shall be deemed 
guilty of violating the provisions of this chapter, subject, how- 
ever, to the right of appeal as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 10. Any person who is aggrieved by any order of o^^^/f^ 
said inspectors may appeal therefrom to the district court of tolistrSt*'^^" 
the judicial district in which the building which is the subject 
of the order is situated, by filing his reasons of appeal within 
seven days after the date of the order appealed from, and by 
giving notice thereof to the inspector who made the order 
within forty-eight hours after filing said reasons of appeal; and 
said court shall proceed to hear the said appeal at its first ses- 
sion after such notice shall have been given, and shall approve, 
modify, or revoke said order as it may deem right, subject, 
however, to the right of a jury trial after decision, as pre- 
scribed in section seven of chapter two hundred thirty-seven. 
And any such decision of said court from which a jury trial is 
not claimed shall be final and conclusive. 

Sec. 11. The state shall provide a suitable office for the use Factory iDspec- 

'.-^, , , i.-i- . 1,1 tors to have an 

of said factory inspectors; and said factory inspectors shall office. 
have the power to administer oaths or affirmations in cases May adminie- 
where persons desire to verify documents connected with the 
proper enforcement of this chapter. 

Sec. 12. Any person or corporation who employs a child penalties. 
under sixteen years of age without the certificate required by 
section one of this chapter, or who makes a false statement 
in regard to any part required by such certificate or who 
violates any of the provisions of this chapter, or who suf- 

17 
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fers or permits any child or woman to be employed in vio- 
lation of its provisions, shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and on conviction shall be punished by a fine of 
not more than five hundred dollars: Provided, however, that 
this section shall not apply to that portion of section one of 
this chapter which fixes the penalty for the refusal to show 
to the inspector any certficate provided for in that section. 
oMh^oha^^Sr ^^^* ^^* ^ printed copy of this chapter shall be posted by 
where^ the inspectors in each work-room of every factory, manu- 

facturing or mercantile establishment where persons are em- 
ployed who are a£Fected by the provisions of this chapter. 
not??°*uired'to ^^^' ^^' ^^^ inspectors created by section three of this 
zanoe^fOToSlu. chapter shall not be required to give surety nor personal 

recognizance for costs. 



Passed Sept 20, ^^ ^^T ^^ AMENDMENT OF AND IN ADDITION TO CHAP- 
^-^ _' TER 68 OF THE GENERAL LAWS. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. The factory inspectors created under seiction 
three of chapter 1215 of the Public Laws shall, in addi- 
tion to their duties therein provided, enforce the provisions 
of section twenty-two, chapter one hundred ninety-eight, 
of the General Laws, and of any acts in amendment 
thereof or in addition thereto, and may prosecute all viola- 
tions of the same before any court of competent jurisdiction 
in the state. 

Sec. 2. The said factory inspectors shall not be required 
to give surety nor personal recognizance for costs in making 
complaints in accordance with the provisions of section one 
of this act. 

Section 22, Chapter 198, of the General Laws, reads as follows : 

"Sec. 22. No minor under sixteen years of age, and no 
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woman; shall be employed in laboring in any manufacturing 
establishment more than ten hours in any day, except when 
it is necessary to make repairs to prevent the interruption 
of the ordinary running of the machinery, or when a different 
apportionment of the hours of labor is made for the sole pur- 
pose of making a shorter day's work for one day of the week; 
and in no case shall the hours of labor exceed fifty-eight in a 
week. Every employer shall post in a conspicuous place, in 
every room where such persons are employed, a printed notice 
stating the number of hours' work required of them on each 
day of the week; and the employment of any such person for a 
longer time in any day than so stated shall be deemed a viola- 
tion of this section, unless it appears that such employment 
is to make up for time lost on some previous day of the same 
week in consequence of the stopping of machinery upon which 
such person was employed or dependent for employment: 
Provided, that the provisions of this section shall not be con- 
strued to enlarge or impair any restriction placed upon the 
employment of any minor mentioned in chapter sixty-four " 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 108 OF THE GENERAL Paased April 8, 

LAWS. ^-^ 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Section 15 of Chapter 108 of the General Laws 
is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 15. Every elevator used for conveying persons or 
goods from one story to another of any building, the well of 
which elevator is not so protected as to be inaccessible from 
without while the elevator is moving, shall have attached to it 
some suitable appliance which shall give automatically, at 
all times, on every floor of said building which it approaches, 
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a distinct, audible, warning-signal that said elevator is in 
motion." 

Sec. 2. Section 16 of Chapter 108 of. the General Laws, as 
amended by Chapter 921 of the Public Laws, passed Novem- 
ber 22, 1901, is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 16. All hoistway and elevator openings through 
floors where there is no shaft shall be protected by sufficient 
railings, gates, trap-doors, or other mechanical devices equiv- 
alent thereto, and the same shall be kept closed in the night 
time or when not in use. Every passenger elevator, except 
plunger elevators, shall be provided with some safety arrange- 
ment to prevent falling, and every passenger elevator shall be 
fitted with some suitable device to prevent the elevator car 
from being started until the door or doors opening into the 
elevator shaft are closed; and no person under the age of eigh- 
teen years shall take charge of or operate any passenger 
elevator. 

"It shall be the duty of every inspector of buildings elected 
or empowered under the provisions of this chapter to inspect 
all elevators in every building within his jurisdiction, and it 
shall be the duty of the factory inspectors appointed or em- 
powered under the provisions of Chapter 68 of the General 
Laws to inspect all elevators in every building within their 
jurisdiction in any city or town where there is no inspector 
of buildings, and it shall be the duty of said inspectors of 
buildings and said factory inspectors to notify the lessee and 
owner or some one of the owners of every building in which 
an elevator shall be used or operated contrary to the provisions 
of this and the preceding section, of such violation and require 
the lessee, and owner or some one of the owners of said build- 
ing, within thirty days after the receipt of such notice, to com- 
ply with the provisions of said sections, and it shall be the duty 
of said lessee and owner or owners to comply with such require- 
ment. 
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"The owner or owners of any building or premises under 
lease, and their servants and agents, may enter upon such 
leased building or premises for the public welfare, with the 
purpose of making said building comply with the provisions of 
this and the preceding section, and may remain thereon dur- 
ing such time as may reasonably be requked for the per- 
formance of such work as may be necessary to effect said pur- 
pose, interfering with the lessee no more than may be necessary. 

"In all cases in which any person shall suffer injury or in 
which the death of any person shall ensue in consequence of 
the failure of the lessee or owner or owners of any building 
to comply with the provisions of this and the preceding section, 
or in consequence of the failure of said lessee or owner or owners 
to comply with the written notice and requirement of any in- 
spector of buildings or factory inspector, when made in con- 
formity to the provisions of this and the preceding section, 
such lessee and owner or owners shall be jointly and severally 
liable to any person so injured in an action of trespass on the 
case for damages for such injury, and in case of death such lessee 
and owner or owners shall be jointly and severally liable in 
damages for the injury caused by the death of such person, to 
be recovered by action of trespass on the case, in the same 
maimer and for the benefit of the same persons as is provided 
in sections fourteen and fifteen of chapter two hundred thirty- 
three; which action, when the lessee and the owner are non- 
residents, may be commenced by attachment. It shall be 
no defence to said action that the person injured, or whose 
death ensues as aforesaid, had knowledge that any elevator 
was being operated in said building contrary to the provisions 
of this and the preceding section, or that such person con- 
tinned to ride in said elevator with said knowledge. 

"The lessee or owner or owners of any building, or in case 
such lessee or owner, or any of them, be non compos mentis, 
or a minor, the guardian of any such lessee or owner, or in 
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case such lessee or owner, or any of them, be a non-resident, 
the agent of any such lessee or owner having charge of such 
property, who shall neglect or fail to comply with the provisions 
of this and the preceding section shall be fined not less than 
five dollars nor more than ten dollars for each day that an 
elevator shall be used or operated in said building contrary 
to the provisions of this and the preceding section. In case 
there shall be several such lessees or owners or agents in charge 
of any building in which an elevator shall be used or operated 
contrary to the provisions of this and the preceding section, 
proceedings may be had against any or all of them jointly, 
or against any one of them, for the recovery of such fine." 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect from and after the first 
day of October, A. D. 1902, and all acts and parts of acts in- 
consistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



CHAPTEE 1636. 



Paased April ^.N ACT TO DIMINISH DANGER TO LIFE IN CASE OF FIRE. 

22. 1908. 

It is enacted by the Oeneral Assembly as follows : 

Provisions of SECTION 1. The provisious of this act shall apply to all 
ply to what buildings already erected or that may be hereafter erected 

in any and all the cities and towns of the state, except as 

herein otherwise provided. 
Doors or win- Sec. 2. All theatres, halls, churches, and schoolhouses 

dows of or to 

any exit or fire shall have the doors or windows of or to any exit or fire 

escape to be "^ 

to s^ng o1?t-** escape, and of any opening thereto, so arranged as to swing 
^^ ' outward ; and at no time when any show, performance, 

„ , exhibition, dance, ball, fair, service, or session is beingr sfiven 

No doors or > > > > > o e> 

lolTif^^hUe*^^ ^^ ^®^^ therein, or any audience shall be present therein, 
aud?ence.**^ *^ shall Said doors or windows be locked. 



REPORT OF FACTORY INSPECTION. 135 

Sec. 3. In every theatre and hall there shall be stationed competent 

person to be 

on each floor and gallery a competent adult person, who l^h^Aoor o" 

shall keep the doors or windows of or to each exit or fire hatr^**"^ 

escape, and of any opening thereto, on such floor or gallery, 

unlocked and ready for instant use during the time every 

show, performance, or exhibition is being given or held, or 

any audience is present, therein. The doors or windows of poors or win- 

•^ -^ dows of or to 

or to every exit or fire escape, and openings thereto, of every Igcapes to be 

theatre and hall shall be plainly and legibly marked as such mirked. 

by letters not less than six inches in length, and by a red Ked light, 

light which shall at all times be kept burning while any kept burning. 
audience is present, and all lights therein shall be kept 
burning while the audience is leaving the building. 

Sec. 4. The stage and accessories thereto of every theatre Theatre sta^e 

in each city or town where there is a public water service, with an auto- 

^ matlo sprinkler 

and also, when deemed necessary by the officers specified system. 

in this section, the stage and accessories thereto of every 

place of amusement in any building therein, shall be 

equipped with an automatic sprinkler system, satisfactory 

in all its arrangements to the inspector of buildings, if any, 

and the board of fire commissioners, if any, or if not any, 

the chief of the fire department ; said system to be connected 

with the public high-pressure water service were available. 

One or more incombustible ventilators shall be placed over ventilators, 

, , where to be 

the central portion of the stage in every theatre, such ven- placed, and 

"^ ^ " ./ / j^Q^ arranged. 

tilator or ventilators to have a total area equal at least to 
one-tenth of the area of the stage floor, and shall be pro- 
vided with counter-balanced valves or louvres, and arranged 
to open automatically by the action of heat or fire, and also 

« 

so that the same may be operated from the floor of the stage 

by metallic connections running thereto. The proscenium Fireproof cur- 
tains to be pro- 
arch opening in every theatre shall be provided with an vided. 

asbestos or equally fireproof curtain, arranged for quick and 

easy action, and shall be fully operated immediately before 

the beginning of each show, performance, or exhibition 
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therein. In each city or town where there is a public water 
service, suitable hose and a sufficient supply of water shall 
be furnished for use in case of fire in such theatre. 
Fire alarm box Seo. 6. The board of fire commissioners, or, in case there 

to be instaUed 

L"re^®*^^ ***®" is no such board, the chief of the fire department, of every 

city shall cause to be installed and maintained in every 
theatre therein a fire alarm box, and shall station in every 
theatre, during the time any audience is present therein, a ^ 

fireman, and the person or persons holding the license for 
the same shall pay such city for the attendance of such fire- 
man the sum of two dollars for every day during which any 
performance, show, or exhibition shall be given therein. The 

Police call box board of police commissioners, or, in case there is no such 

to be Installed ^ ' ' 

a"rT^^^ *^®' board, the chief of police, of every city shall cause to be in- 
stalled and maintained in every theatre therein a police call 
box. 

Aisles or pas- Sec. 6. No obstruction of any kind shall be placed in the 

saireways not . /• 

to be obstruct- aisles or passageways leading to any exit or fire escape, or 

any openings thereto, of any theatre, hall, church, or school 
while any show, performance, exhibition, dance, ball, fair, 
service, or session is being given or held therein, or while 
any audience is present therein. 
Certain houses Sec. 7. All poorhouses, orphan asylums, homes main- 
modations for taiued in whole or part by any public, religious, charitable, 

SJ5 or more per- 

to°*rovi8ioD8 ^^ benevolent institution, hospitals, hotels, and licensed 
thifact ^ ^ ^' lodging-houses, which severally have twenty-five or more 

inmates, or permanent accommodations for twenty-five or 
more persons, shall have the doors or windows of or to any 
exit or fire escape so arranged as to swing outward. All 
buildings used as factories, laundries, or workshops, in 
whole or in part, in which buildiDgs, severally, twenty-five or 
more persons are employed, shall have the doors or windows 
of or to any exit or fire escape so arranged as to swing out- 
Doors and win- ward. All factories, laundries, workshops, or rooms in any 

dows to swing , 

outward. building where the entrance thereto is from a corridor or 
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hallway, and in which factories, laundries, workshops, or 
rooms, severally, twenty-five or more persons are employed, 
shall have the doors of entrance thereto so arranged as to 
siving outward. If any such door or window of such factory, Doors op win- 

dows in fSiCto- 

laundry, workshop, or room shall be locked or fastened ries, etcnot 

to be looked 

during working hours the lock or fastening shall be such, fn^^yj^^go" 
and kept in such condition, that the same can be easily and notVe^un-^*^ 
quickly unlocked or unfastened by any person from the iSstde. ^^^ 
inside. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the owner or owners of Duty of owners 

of buildings 

every such building, or, in case the lessee or lessees thereof "°<^®^ ^^^^ *®*- 
shall be required under the terms of his or their lease, the 
duty of such lessee or lessees, to comply with the structural 
and fixture requirements specified in this act and to furnish 
said hose and water, and to pay such city the cost of install- 
ing said fire alarm and police call boxes. All other require- 
ments of this act, except as herein otherwise provided, shall 
be performed by the lessee or lessees of such theatre or hall, 
or by the person or persons holding the license therefor. 
In case the owner or owners or the lessee or lessees of any 
theatre or hall» or the person or persons holding the license 
therefor, shall neglect or refuse to comply with any of the 
obligations imposed upon them, respectively, by this act, the 
board of police commissioners, or officers or officers, or body 
authorized to issue such licenses, after giving the party or 
parties in interest an opportunity to be heard, may revoke 
or suspend any and all licenses for the giving or holding of 
any or all shows, performances, exhibitions, dances, balls, or 
fairs therein. 
Sec. 9. In every city or town, the inspector of buildings, i>^tteB ot^itj 

ficers ander 



and any assistant inspector of buildings, any member of the f^,®' 
board of police commissioners, the chief of police, any mem- 
ber of the board of fire commissioners, if any, the chief of 
the fire department, and any person charged hereunder with 
the enforcement of the provisions hereof, shall be at all 

18 
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Penalties for 
not oomplyiog 

with IMTOVl- 

sions of this 
act. 



Duties of in- 
spectors of 
buildingrs and 
factories. 



rea43onable times admitted free of charge into all parts of 
every theatre, hall, church, school, or other building', factory, 
laundry, or shop included within the provisions hereof, to 
ascertain whether the requirements of this act are complied 
with. 

Sec. 10. Any person, whose duty it is to comply with any 
of the provisions of this act, who shall neglect or refuse to 
comply with the same, shall be fined not exceeding one hun- 
dred dollars for each offence, and every day of such neglect 
or failure shall constitute a separate offence. The supreme 
court and the superior court within their respective jurisdic- 
tions shall have power to issue any extraordinary writs, or to 
proceed according to the course of equity, or both, to secure 
the fulfillment and execution of the provisions hereof. If 
any such remedy or proceeding is sought or brought in the 
superior court, it shall be in the court for the county in 
which the building is located. 

Sec. 11. It shall be the duty of the inspector of buildings 
of each city or town to enforce the structural and fixture 
requirements of this act. In any city or town, where there 
is no such inspector, it shall be the duty of each of the 
factory inspectors, and such person or persons as may be 
appointed for the purpose by any city or town council, to 
enforce the same. 

Sec. 12. This act shall take effect on October first, A. D. 
1908, and from said time all general or special acts or parts 
thereof inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



